Science Edition. This provides a systematic, objective way to determine the relative importance of a journal. We have looked at the statistics provided for EJCN for the last five years (Table 1) .
All statistics show very favourable trends. In the last five years EJCN jumped up about 750 places in the ranking of all science journals and now is within the top 15% of all journals covered. The number of total citations as well as the impact factor and the immediacy factor doubled. Of the fifty journals covered within the category 'nutrition and dietetics' EJCN now ranks 11th. A closer look at the list reveals that not all the journals in this list are scientific peer reviewed journals that accept unsolicited manuscripts based on original nutrition research. If one excludes review journals (eg Annual Review of Nutrition, Progress in Lipid Research, Critical Reviews of Food Sciences, Proceedings of the Nutrition Society) as well as the journals related specifically to obesity (International Journal of Obesity and Obesity Research) EJCN now ranks fourth after the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, the Journal of Nutrition, and the British Journal of Nutrition.
The conclusion is that EJCN continues to grow as one of the top scientific nutrition journals. This is the result of increasing quantity and quality of submitted manuscripts. Scientists collectively determine the quality of scientific journals and the editors and publisher of EJCN are grateful for their important contribution. Further improvement to papers is accomplished by the comments of expert reviewers and we would also like to express our gratitude to them.
From 2000 to 2001 we experienced a rapid increase in submissions. To further improve on the process of peer review and publication, Nature Publishing Group recently introduced a web-based tool designed for manuscript submission, peer review and tracking. It requires no special software and has been developed for ease of use; authors just need to follow the instructions provided on the website. This new system, available at http:==mts-ejcn.nature.com has several benefits:
1. For authors submitting articles there is the ease and flexibility of submission and faster turnaround by use of the internet for transmitting information that previously relied on express courier or the mail system. Moreover, authors can also track the progress of their manuscripts through the peer review process. 2. For reviewers, this system offers reliable web-based access to the relevant reviewer materials, including article and forms, while also making it easy to communicate comments back to the editor.
I would encourage you go to the journal's home page (http://www.nature.com/ejcn) in order to read more about submitting online.
As a follow-up to an editorial two years ago I have listed hereunder the papers that received the highest number of citations in the period 1996 -2001. 1998
